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RA-21 FAQ
Q:
Does this program overlap with the PMS 555 Shipyard Modernization Program? If so, how?

A: 
According to NAVSEA information in the public domain, the PMS 555 Shipyard Infrastructure Optimization Plan is a framework for recapitalizing the infrastructure at the four public nuclear shipyards.  NSRP’s focus is to reduce costs and improve capabilities of U.S. Government and commercial ships through research and development and adoption of best practices in shipbuilding and ship repair.
Q: 
On the current projects, does the man-month table include cost share and funding hours?

A: 
The man-month table is only included in the Summary Proposal stage.  If by “current projects” you mean ongoing projects from previous solicitation cycles, the Man-Month table has always included both program-funded and cost-shared hours.  The Table 4 in Attachment 1 of the PPK includes a summary table of the total estimated man-hours (NSRP funded and cost shared), broken down by project participants and major task.  
Q:
Can you post more information about previous proposals that have been successful?  I can only see the titles now.  Would be good to know team make-up, etc.
 A:
Please refer to the Project Portfolio on the NSRP website, www.nsrp.org for information on previously-awarded projects.
Q:
How will the Government Labs more clearly define their costs up front?  Will this differ from recent Panel Project participation?
A: 
For the Summary Proposal stage, an email from Government participants indicating commitment is required.  A ROM of potential cost will need to be captured in the total cost.
Q:
Will the oral presentation be in person or virtual?
A: 
For proposals in the Competitive Range, offerors will be required to attend an Oral Review with the Blue Ribbon Panel (BRP) at ATI offices in Summerville, South Carolina.  (Due to COVID-19, this may be subject to change)
Q:
Can Navy equipment used for projects be counted as cost share?
A: 
The value of contributions by federal, state, or local public sector participants cannot be counted as cost share.  However, it can be included in the Summary Proposal Cost Summary (Table 9) under “Public Sector Participant Provided Funding.”
Q:
Will funding for this effort count as a matching fund for SBIR PH II for AFWERX or NAVALX or DON?  

A:
ATI and NSRP cannot provide an official answer on acceptable matching funds for another program.
Q:
Is it 12 months total or 12 months per phase?
A:
In accordance with RA-21 Solicitation section 9.5 “Anticipated Period of Performance”, offerors may submit proposals for projects lasting up to twenty-four (24) months.  Offerors should specify key tasks (activities) and deliverables (results) as described in the PPK.  All technical work must be completed within the twenty-four (24) month period of performance.  Phases must be sequential, non-overlapping, and no longer than twelve (12) months each.
Q:
Does the NSRP award funding outside of the USA?
A:
According to the RA-21 Solicitation, Section 9.4 “Notice to Foreign-Owned Firms”, such firms are asked to immediately notify the NSRP Program Administrator point of contact cited in Section 10 after deciding to respond to this announcement.  Foreign contractors should be aware that prior Government approval may be required before their proposals can be considered.
Q:
Can you provide NAVSEA Engineer Howard Franklin’s contact information?
A:
Howard Franklin – NAVSEA 06N1

National Shipbuilding Research Program (NSRP) – Program Engineer


Office Tel:  (202) 781-2171


Email:  Howard.L.Franklin@navy.mil
Q:
Since Table 6, IP Assertions, is new, are there any guidelines to completing it like Cost Proposal Guidelines?
A:
Please refer to Appendix B Table 6 “IP Assertions” of the PPK for additional information on completing the table.

Q:
Will ATI/NSRP conduct an Offerors’ Conference also for Panel Projects?
A:
ATI and NSRP will not be conducting an Offerors’ Conference for the FY21 Panel Projects due to each individual Panel handling the Panel Projects themselves.  The process for the Panel Project Solicitation will be out on the NSRP website, www.nsrp.org, in the very near future as a reference for the Panel Project Solicitation.
Q:
In the Offerors’ Conference presentation, the following statement was mentioned:  You must include justification for having less than 2 shipyard participants on the project team.  Does this mean a total of 2 (our company plus another shipyard) or a total of 3 (our company plus two other shipyards)?
A:
This means a total of 2 shipyards involved on the project team.  If your company is one the shipyards involved in NSRP, then you would need only one other shipyard to be involved as a participant.

Q:
Does a NSRP shipyard have to be prime on a RA project?  Can a vendor be prime with a shipyard participant?
A:
A NSRP shipyard does not have to be a prime on a RA project.  As long as there is a shipyard as a participant, a vendor can be a prime.  Keep in mind the answer to the question above playing into this as well.
